ently called the Department of Structure Mechanics, Metal Structures and Computer Methods). Under the leadership of Prof. Kowal, the Poland's largest set of metal structure models, applied to teaching, was developed at this unit.
In the years 1982-1984, Prof. Kowal was a member of the General Council for Higher Education, and in the years 1990-1996, of the Committee for Academic Titles and Degrees. Prof. Kowal served two terms of offi ce, 1981-1984 and 1990-1993, Until the end of 2013, Prof. Kowal had 15 university course books and monographs published. Prof. Kowal is the author of 345 published research and research-technical papers. The studies focused on capacity and stability of thin-walled structures, reliability and safety of structural systems, the ultimate strength limit, structure dynamics and creeping buckling, spatial structure systems, random properties of spatial structures, interactions of complex loads, stochastic structural mechanics, energy-active structures, stability of fi bre composite bars, and others. Prof. Kowal was granted 24 patents and nine registered designs. He was the supervisor of 22 defended doctoral theses (including 11 that were awarded with distinction). Prof. Kowal wrote about 50 reviews of doctoral theses, several reviews of habilitation dissertations and several reviews for the purpose of professorship awarding.
In recognition of Prof. Kowal's outstanding research achievements, his name was entered (number 0026/1) into The Golden Book of Science 2000, Scientists of the Turn of the Century.
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